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COME TO THE CONFERENCE ON OCTOBER 21-23, 1948 
Plan to attend the Pennsylvania Library Association Conference, October 21-23, 
1948, in Pittsburgh. Reservations at the hotels should be made as early as possible. 
Write to the Hotel Schenley or to Webster Hall, Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh 13, or to 
the William Penn Hotel, Grant Street, Pittsburgh 30. 


Tentative Program—P.L.A.—October 21-23, 1948 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Thursday Afternoon—2:30 P.M. 
Combined meeting of College and University Section and Cataloguer’s Section. 
Speaker—FRemMontT Ruwer, Librarian, Wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn. 


Subject—Microcards. 


Thursday Evening—8:30 P.M. 
First General Session. 
Speaker—Dr. Cuartes B. Suaw, Librarian, Swarthmore College Library. 
Subject—Chinese Mission Libraries as seen in his recent trip there. 


Friday Morning—10:00 A.M. 
Public Library Section: 
Subject—Public Relations. 
An address by a recognized authority in public relations followed by a panel dis- 
cussion by workers in various mediums of public relations. 


Friday Noon—Luncheon Meeting. 
(Place and time to be announced later.) 
General Theme—Library Development on the National Level. 
Representatives of A.L.A. Committees on National Plan Implementation, Re- 
cruiting for Library Work, and the Fourth Activities Committee will discuss the 
plans of their committees. Ralph Munn will discuss the plans of the Carnegie 
Library School for awarding the M.A. in Library Science for the fifth year’s work. 


Friday Afternoon—Free Period. 


Friday Night—8:00 P.M. 
Second General Session. 
The Library Survey and What It Means to Pennsylvania. 
Speaker—J. J. Weapock, Jr., leader of the recent library survey in Obi 
discuss that survey. 
Panel discussion of the Pennsylvania Survey will follow. 
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COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 
DIVISION OF P.L.A. 


Dr. Fremont Rider, Chairman of the 
Microcard Committee, has very gracious- 
ly accepted an invitation to be the speaker 
at the meeting of the College and Univer- 
sity Division of P.L.A. in October. 

“Latest Developments on Microcards” 
will be his subject, and he is bringing with 
him a reading machine for use at the 
meeting. All members of this section are 
urged to be present at this meeting and 
to take an active part in the discussion 
period that will follow. 


COUNTY LIBRARY INSTITUTE 


On Thursday, July 22, 1948, the Coun- 
ty Library Section of P.L.A. held its an- 


“tual surhmer “institute “at’ Pennsylvania 


State College in connection with the sum+ 
-- mer. classes..in-library. science..This. insti-. 


tute has come to be a vital part of the 
library science program at Penn State. 


Mel ‘The theme of the conference was “Un- 


derstanding the Rural Community.” Dur- 
ing the morning program, a panel discus- 


sion on the subject “This is the Rural 


Community” was led by Mr. W. R. Gor- 
don, professor of rural sociology at Penn 
State. Other speakers discussed the coun- 
ty library and the school and the place of 


the county library in education of rural 


adults. 


At noon a luncheon was held in State 
College Hotel. During the afternoon, 
most of the time was spent in surveying 
the bookmobiles present. The following 
counties brought bookmobiles: Lycoming, 
Adams, Bedford, Montgomery, Indiana, 
Clinton, and Somerset. All types of book- 
mobiles were represented in this display 
and since most of them were custom built 
to fit the terrain on which they are used, 
the display was most valuable. 


Mrs. Carola L. Stuckenrath, librarian 
of the Mifflin County Library, prepared 
the program for this meeting. 


The next meeting of the County Li- 
brary Section will be held on Saturday, 
October 23, at the P.L.A. meeting in Pitts- 
burgh. | 


Marian G. Lecuner, Chairman. 


Tentative Program--Continued 


Saturday Morning—10:00 A.M. 


Business meeting of the Pennsylvania Library Association. 
Saturday Noon—Luncheons and Group Meetings. 
Children and Young Peoples Section and School Librarians. 


County Librarians. 
Special Librarians. 


Saturday Night—Banquet—7:00 P.M. 


An outstanding speaker from the book world will be presented. 
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LIBRARY LEGISLATION 
INSTITUTE 

Effective techniques in preparing and 
supporting library legislation were studied 
by 75 librarians registered for the Institute 
on Library Legislation held at the New 
Jersey College for Women, New Bruns- 
wick, June 11 and 12. Attending from 
Pennsylvania were Mr. John Knicker- 
bocker, Gettysburg College Librarian, and 
Miss Katherine Shorey, Martin Library, 
York, Pennsylvania. 

Raymond C. Lindquist, Cuyahoga 
County Public Library, Cleveland, Ohio, 
was chairman of the Institute. 

The two-day meeting included discus- 
sions on legislative trends, tax support 
for libraries, and important fields of li- 
brary legislation, as well as consideration 
of actual bill drafting and campaign 
methods. 


STATE 


ALLENTOWN 


Television came to the Allentown Free 
Library like a visit from Santa Claus in 
June, through the generosity of Mr. Max 
Hess, Jr., President of Hess Brothers, a 
large local department store. If the chil- 
dren of our community are to grow up 
with television, what better place could be 
found than the public library for the great- 
est enjoyment of its programs? Although 
no auditorium or conference room offered 
facilities for proper installation, the chil- 
dren’s room could be re-arranged so that 
plenty of floor space was available—and 
what child objects to sitting on the floor 
if the story or the show is interesting? The 
chair capacity is about seventy-five, but 
the floor will hold at least three hundred 
—so the floor it will be, for most of the 
junior audience. 


At first the Board of Directors consid- 
ered having the installation near the main 
front entrance, but finally decided against 


RECRUITING COMMITTEE 


Miss Crandle has asked the following 
members to serve on the Recruiting Com- 
mittee: 

Mrs. Margaret K. Spangler, State Col- 
lege, Chairman. 


Miss Helen Ganser, State Teachers Col- 
lege, Millersville. 


Miss Alice Jose, East High School, Erie. 


Miss Martha Connor, Swarthmore Col- 
lege Library, Swarthmore, 


Miss Karauf. 


SCHOLARSHIP FUND 


The will of Mrs. Alice Hall Cargill, who 
died July 12, in Pittsburgh, designates 
one thousand dollars for the P.L.A. Schol- 
arship Fund. The Association has lost a 
faithful member in Mrs. Cargill. 


NEWS 


it because of the possible crowds for spe- 
cial telecasts, and as children were the 
original consideration, the set was eventu- 
ally placed in the children’s room on the 
second floor. Here, daily children’s pro- 
grams will naturally be featured, selected 
to tie in with the summer reading club 
and other library activities. Sports pro- 
grams will be shown whenever possible. 

Active library boards hold the key to 
library progress. Allentown is very fortu- 
nate indeed to have a Board President 
such as Mr. Warren W. Rhoda, President 
of Heilman Boiler Works, who has taken 
the lead in obtaining increased library sup- 
port (a 250% increase in five years) and 
to have men like Mr. Max Hess on its 
board, a community-minded citizen, ready 
for action when it means progress, and 
making a generous gesture when it is most 
needed. Allentown appreciates the gift of 
Television. 

It will be remembered by the friends 
of the library, that the first money raised 
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to start the Allentown library came from 
a group of Hess Brothers’ workers who 
called themselves “M U M ’” s”—Mem- 
bers Until Married!—and Mr. Max Hess, 
Sr., was one of the original board mem- 
bers, elected in 1912 and serving actively 
until his death. 

M. V. K. Vatencik, Librarian. 


COATESVILLE 


Coatesville Public Library closed Aug- 
ust 11. 

Several months ago the Library Asso- 
ciation was notified by the Board of Edu- 
cation that it must vacate its quarters in 
the Carl O. Benner school building be- 
cause the rooms were needed for an in- 
flux of new pupils. However, the Board of 
Directors of the Library Association met 
on August 10th and made a move to buy 
a tract of ground at Fifth Avenue and 
East Lincoln Highway, owned by the At- 
lantic Refining Company. A plan is afoot 
to put on a community-wide financial 
drive to raise funds for a public library 
building as a war memorial. 


DALLAS 


The Back Mountain Library at Dallas 
cleared about $4,450.00 at an auction sale 
in which the residents of the many small 
communities served by the library par- 
ticipated with enthusiasm. Miss Miriam 
Lathrop is librarian and Miss Frances is 
president of the library board. 


ELIZABETHTOWN 


On August 9th, the Board of Trustees 
of Elizabethtown College approved the 
architect’s plans for a $100,000 library to 
be erected on the campus and to be com- 
pleted for the college year of September, 
1949. The announcement was made by 
President A. C. Baugher. 


The plans of the architect, Alfred 
Hamme of York, call for a two-story L- 
shaped, brick building with the base of the 
L 70 feet long and the arm 75 feet. It will 
be forty feet in width. It will be located 
centrally on the campus, southeast of the 


Science building and east of Rider Me- 
morial Hall. 


Built to house 35,000 volumes, it will be 
expandable to twice that size in stack 
space. In the reading room on the second 
floor, there will be accommodations for 
one hundred students. The first floor will 
comprise two seminar rooms, a projection 
room, a vault for valuable historical rec- 
ords, and a Brethren historical museum 
where all church materials will be kept. 


ERIE 


Applications are being accepted for 
several vacancies on the staff of Erie Pub- 
lic Library. Library School degrees are 
not necessary, but applicants with library 
experience or some college work will re- 
ceive preference. One position requires a 
background of industrial technology or 
chemistry. Inducements include retire- 
ment pension, sick leave, three weeks an- 
nual vacation, and annual increments on 
a graded scale. Please apply in person or 
by letter to William Bacon, Librarian. 


HARRISBURG 


A $2,000 increase in the Dauphin 
County Commissioners annual appropria- 
tion to the Harrisburg Public Library, will 
permit resumption of part of the county 
— curtailed last year due to lack of 

unds, 


The county’s appropriation, which this 
year amounted to $8,000 instead of the 
usual $6,000, is used exclusively for the 
County Library service which distributes 
books to county schools and county town 
libraries, 


Miss Alice Eaton, librarian, indicated 
that the increase in funds from the county 
will also bring an additional $500 from 
the state, which appropriates twenty-five 
per cent as much as the county. The 
county funds are not used for repairs and 
building maintenance, and in the past few 
years, repairs have been neglected to add 
books to the library. The increase in circu- 
lation mounted to 12,157 last year. 
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JOHNSTOWN 


For the first time in the 78 years’ history 
of the Cambria Free Library, a profes- 
sional librarian has been employed by the 
Board of Managers. In addition, a pro- 
fessionally trained reference librarian has 
been appointed and, like a great many 
other public libraries in the country, this 
Library is searching, so far in vain, for a 
professional children’s librarian. 

On May Ist the Library was designated 
a Depository Library for Government 
publications by the Superintendent of 
Documents through the good offices of 
Representative Harve Tibbott of this 
Congressional District. 


Upon the invitation of the Board of 
Managers, Dr. Joseph L. Wheeler made 
a survey of the library building in June 
with the object of suggesting enlargement, 
if feasible, or developing plans for a build- 
ing in some other location in the city. That 
such a move is not only desirable but nec- 
essary is evident from the fact that the 
present building was erected in 1891 to 
serve a population of 20,000 which has 
increased to its present 125,000 (in the 
metropolitan area served). 


Although this Library has no branches, 
the acquisition of a bookmobile recently 
authorized by the Board of Managers is 
expected to furnish limited library service 
to all sections of the city. The bookmobile, 
planned to carry 2,000 books, is being built 
by the Gerstenslager Company of Woo- 
ster, O., on a Studebaker heavy duty truck 
chassis purchased locally. It is planned to 
visit two schools daily and make two other 
stops at business or shopping centers in 
the vicinity of the schools visited. Thus 
over the normal two week loan period, all 
elementary and junior high schools will 
be served as well as every residential and 
business section. 


The circulation of books and the regis- 
tration of borrowers for the first six months 
of the year show a healthy increase over 
the corresponding period of 1947, with 
the former increasing 10 per cent and the 
latter 18 per cent. 


Of interest, also, is the fact that the sal- 
ary scale of clerical, subprofessional and 
professional employees has been raised to 
the basic standards recommended by the 
American Library Association. 


These are the highlights of the news at 
the Cambria Free Library for the first 
half of 1948. 


George B. Moreland, Jr., Librarian, 
spent tweleve years in the Washington, 
D. C., Public Library, and has only re- 
cently returned to his native state. 


KINGSTON 


The Hoyt Library in Kingston, of which 
Miss Frances Dorrance is librarian, has 
just had new electric lighting installed in 
its circulation and reference rooms. All 
shelves are now completely readable and 
the tables are comfortably lighted. 


LANCASTER 
Clifford B. Wightman resigned as chief 


librarian of the Lancaster Free Public Li- 
brary, and left on June 19 to accept a 
similar position in Muskegon, Michigan. 
He held a library position in Grand Rap- 
ids, Michigan, before coming to Lancas- 
ter, and in the last seven years as librarian 
in this city, he proved an excellent ad- 
ministrator, an indefatigable worker, a 
man of wide reading and fine sensibilities. 
His articles in the Lancaster paper will be 
sadly missed, showing as they did a per- 
sonality combining sincerity and charm. 
His methods were efficient and direct. As 
Treasurer of the Pennsylvania Library 
Association, 1945-1947, he received the 
deep appreciation and gratitude of the 
Association for a work well done. 


The Association wishes him success in 
his new position. 





Herbert Anstaett, Librarian of Frank- 
lin and Marshall College, and a Director 
on the Board of the Lancaster Public Li- 
brary, is acting librarian in Mr. Wight- 
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man’s place until a new librarian is ap- 
pointed. This gives Mr. Anstaett double 
duty at a time when librarians everywhere 
talk of the heavy increases in responsi- 
bility and the pressure of additional work. 


The Fackenthal Library, of Franklin 
and Marshall College, has had an eventful 
year, Mr. Anstaett reports. There has been 
an increased appropriation for books; the 
completion of the undeveloped portion of 
the book stacks, making shelving avail- 
able for over 50,000 volumes and 1,200 
volumes of bound newspapers; and the 
installation of both an elevator and an 
electric lift in the stacks. The increased 
book fund has permitted the strengthen- 
ing of certain areas of the book collection 
that needed it. This year extra attention 
was paid to geology and the Romance 
languages. Next year extra purchases will 
be made in other areas. The elevator con- 
nects the five stack levels, and makes for 
easy movement of books and personnel. 
The electric lift conveys books to the 
circulation desk from the stack floors. By 
using the lift and placing pages in the 
stacks, quicker service can be given than 
heretofore, even though many of the books 
are more remote from the desk. Addition- 
al card catalog cases were purchased, in- 
creasing the drawer capacity for cards 
from 312 to 648, and the consultation 
area of the catalog was lighted with fluor- 
escent cold cathode lamps. 


This is a beautiful library, the modern 
utilitarian features complementing the 
aesthetic in beauty of service. 


NEW KENSINGTON 


The annual Bridge for Books sponsored 
by the literature committee of the Junior 
Woman’s Club of New Kensington will 
be given September 16, in the Elks Club. 
This affair is held as a benefit for the peo- 
ple’s Library of New Kensington. As in 
former years, there will be a showing of 
new fall fashions during the evening, with 
members of the club serving as models. 
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PITTSBURGH 

Melvin J. Voigt, Librarian at the 
Carnegie Institute of Technology, was 
elected Vice President of the Special Li- 
braries Association at that organization’s 
— business meeting in Washington, 
D. C. 





Libraries of the University of Pitts- 
burgh, Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
and the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, 
have developed a cooperative p 
designed to avoid duplication of purchases 
of expensive materials, and to make all 
of the library collections available to Col- 
lege faculty members, graduate students 
and qualified research workers of the city. 
An exchange of file cards of books in spe- 
cialized fields will be filed in the cata- 
logues of the three libraries to aid persons 
searching for needed books and to elimi- 
nate duplication of collections. 


In the division of purchasing in various 
fields, the University of Pittsburgh will 
assume the responsibility for accumulat- 
ing research material in the humanities, 
social studies, and biological sciences, 
while Carnegie Tech and Carnegie Li- 
brary will be responsible for obtaining ma- 
terial in the physical sciences, engineering 
and fine arts. 


Serial and periodical publications will 
be listed in a union catalog which will list 
all material in educational, industrial and 
business, and special libraries in the area. 
This union catalog is available in prelimi- 
nary form for consultation or telephone 
service in the Bibliography room of the 
Carnegie Library. 

An agreement whereby faculty mem- 
bers and graduate students may use ma- 
terials in the libraries of either school has 
grown into a liberal system of inter-library 
loans with regular book deliveries between 
Pitt and Tech. 





An expansion program at the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh promises a new library 
building within a few years, the library 
having far outgrown its present quarters 
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on four floors of the Cathedral of Learn- 
ing. 


SEWICKLEY 

The Sewickley Public Library cele- 
brated its twenty-fifth anniversary with 
an informal program in the library, Mr. 
Paul N. Critchlow the speaker of the eve- 
ning, and Dr. Lockhart Ammerman pre- 
siding. In connection with the program 
it was announced that the cooperation of 
three boroughs is now assured for the 
maintenance of the library: Sewickley, 
Glen Osborne, and Edgeworth. The li- 
brary was given to the people by the late 
William L. Claus. 


SPRINGFIELD 


Since the beginning of August, the trus- 
tees of the Springfield Public Library have 
served township residents via bookmo- 
bile. A light delivery truck made over into 
a mobile library carries approximately 
1,000 books on its shelves as it makes its 
weekly rounds. It promises to be one of 
the most unique means of promoting the 
use of good books in a township which 
finds its neighborhoods and individual 
homes scattered over a wide area. Since 
libraries are meant to be used, the trustees 
are resolved to make this one a success. 
The librarian herself, Miss Eleanore 
Downes, will drive the truck on a definite 
route that will have 25 or 30 stops. The 
schedule will be posted throughout the 
township, and everyone will know which 
day, at what time, the bookmobile will be 
parked at the school house, the church, or 
some other convenient spot near at hand. 


An additional advantage of this plan is 
the fact that borrowers will have the bene- 
fit of skilled advice in their selection, for 
with the books will travel the one who 
knows them best. 


The project had an initial outlay of 
$3,000, but the upkeep means more and 
more funds. However, the venture has 
been considered worth the cost, here as 
in other sections. 
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WILKES-BARRE 


The Osterhout Free Library closed 
August 2 to 28 for repairs, installation of 
new equipment, and rearrangement of 
the book collection. Improvements in- 
clude a new rubber tile floor covering, new 
open shelf stacks to hold 8,000 more books 
than the old, outmoded ones, and im- 
proved lighting. Fluorescent lights are be- 
ing used now in the Reference Depart- 
ment and in the open shelf stacks, and day- 
light lights are installed in the ceiling of 
the Gothic structure which houses the 
Adult and Juvenile Circulation Depart- 
ments. The entire collection of adult cir- 
culating books is rearranged for easier 
access to the public. 


The cost of this project is being met 
by an endowment income set aside for 
capital improvements. During the period 
of closing, the staff, except for the librar- 
ian and the pages, had their vacations. 


The library has received $5,000 in- 
crease in public support for the year 1949: 
$3,500 from the City School Board and 
$1,500 from the City Council. 


A.L.A. OBJECTIVES FOR 1949 


“1. Strengthening and improving the 
Association. 

“2. Finding adequate funds to enable 
the A.L.A. to carry forward a vigorous 
program for an ‘educated America.’ 

“3. Putting into reality our national 
plans for library service. 

“4, Recruiting promising and able 
young people for the profession of librar- 
ianship, and 

“5. Strengthening and improving edu- 
cation for librarianship.” 

E. W. McDiarmn, President, A.L.A. 

Join the A.L.A. NOW. New member- 
ships beginning September ist, 1948, are 
accepted for the remainder of 1948 and 
continue to January Ist, 1950. 

Write to John H. Knickerbocker, Chair- 
man, A.L.A., Membership Committee in 
Pennsylvania; Librarian, Gettysburg Col- 
lege Library, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

















